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‘COMMUNITIES IN CONTROL –  
WORKING TOGETHER FOR YOUR COMMUNITY’ 

 
A JOINT MINI CONFERENCE HOSTED BY SURREY COUNTY ASS OCIATION OF PARISH 

AND TOWN COUNCILS AND SURREY COMMUNITY ACTION 
 

TITHE BARN, LOSELEY PARK, GUILDFORD, 30 MARCH 2011 
 

CONFERENCE REPORT 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The event was sponsored by Surrey Strategic Partner ship, Surrey Rural Partnership, 
SCAPTC, Waverley Borough Council and Norris & Fishe r Insurance Brokers Ltd. The 

event was well attended, with 108 delegates coming from across rural Surrey. 
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The aim was to explore the Localism agenda in a Sur rey context, and to provide 
delegates with an opportunity to network and get id eas and information from the 

stallholders in the marketplace. 

 
 
 

 
 

Presentations provided:  

Trevor Leggo, Director, SCAPTC:  Parishes, Communities and Localism  
 
This presentation covered what is known about the Localism Bill to date, the key measures and 
powers proposed and how these might affect communities and Parish Councils – such as local 
referendums, community right to buy and neighbourhood planning.    
 
Colin Davis, Director, Colin Davis Associates, Urba n Design and Traffic Consultants:  New 
Opportunities to Enhance the Appearance of Villages 
 
This presentation provided ideas for ‘de-cluttering’ our towns and villages by removing 
unnecessary traffic signs and measures, whilst still ensuring safety and introducing traffic 
calming measures. One of the examples provided was that of guard-railing – often used, but 
there is no evidence to show that it actually reduces accidents.      
 
David McNulty, CEO, Surrey County Council:  Working Together – a County Council 
Perspective 
 
This informal presentation covered some of the challenges that the County Council is facing 
following financial cuts, and ideas on how SCC might be able to work closer with communities in 
making financial savings whilst still delivering the services needed, through innovative 
partnership working.   
 
Roger Taylor, Hedleys Solicitors LLP and Doug Willi ams, Community Buildings Advisor, 
Surrey CA: Community Hubs –Maximising the Potential of Your Buildings 
 
Doug provided delegates with an overview of the potential for community hubs, and an example 
of a successful community hub in west Surrey (Englefield Green).  Roger followed this up by 
providing examples of ‘do’s’ and ‘don’t’s’ in terms of the legal aspects related to community 
ownership of assets.   
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David January, Director, January Housing Consultanc y: Housing and Localism    

This presentation covered the changes to affordable housing introduced by the coalition 
government, and measure related to housing in the Localism Bill, such as the Community Right 
to Build.  

 
Evaluation of event: 
 
From the evaluation forms returned:  
Excellent: 28%  
Good: 69% 

 
 
Example comments:  
 

·  I will come to the offers in the future. SCAPTC support is needed by Parish and Town Councils 
·  Good variety of topics discussed / very informative, constructive talks 
·  Very useful seminar- lots of useful information provided 
·  Very pleased that DM was able to attend. Pleased that he is approachable & willing to work in  

partnership with PCs 
·  Informative on a micro & macro level 

 

 
 
What worked well at the event (example comments)? 

·  The initial welcome was well organised/ breaks for lunch and tea were welcome  
·  Information on coverage of localism bill 
·  Good balance between talks and questions/answer sessions 
·  Unpacking the Localism Bill 
·  All the speakers were informative 
·  Networking time very useful 
·  Speakers who know their subjects 
·  Excellent talk by CEO of Surrey CC 
·  Time allowed for Q & A 
·  Being able to meet people from PCs and for them to ask about county activity 
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Has this event inspired you to take action in your local community? 
 
Yes: 15 
No: 1 

 
Examples (all provided): 

·  Hope to change format of our meeting when new council meets 
·  Building a community car park & future provision of a community hall 
·  Create register of community assets under Community Right to Buy legislation 
·  Ensure the council see and feedback on localism consultation documents 
·  Health- PCT's demise/ GP Commissioning Groups 
·  We will be going back to discuss issues re localism & Neighbourhood forum 
·  Persevere with raising funds to refurbish our football pavilion and playground 
·  More worries - clients will have less disposable income to make donations/ that keep org  

going 
·  Need to be part of the Neighbourhood Forum in Guildford if it exists 
·  May stand for PC 
·  Encouraged to go forward but depends on new council and effect of financial cuts 
·  To work for more power for the local PC/ more power to local community 
·  If residents have particular views on planning/highway issues etc, they must be listened 
      to and  given a chance to make a difference in their locality 
·  Will raise issues in PC meetings 
·  Neighbourhood Plan 
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Are you aware of any local projects to improve bro adband access?  
Yes: 4 
No: 9 
 
Where? 

·  Worplesdon 
·  Ripley (consultation) 
·  Godstone 
·  Epsom- older people 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Are you aware of any local initiatives to tackle fu el poverty or the rising cost of 
fuel? 
Yes: 1 (Holmbury St Mary, Dorking, runs a syndicate) 
No: 12 
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The desired outcome of the event was that delegates would identify specific initiatives that they 
would take back and pursue in their own communities. We hoped that the event provided 
communities with practical advice and creditable case studies to help them face future 
challenges. As can be seen from the feedback, it appears that this was the case for several of 
the delegates. As such we feel the event achieved what it set out to do.  

SCAPTC and Surrey CA both found the event worthwhile and may run a similar event once the 
Localism Bill has become legislation.  

Next Steps: 
 
If a similar event is to be run, the comments received will be taken into account in the planning 
of the event. In addition, the information on local fuel syndicates and broadband projects may 
prove useful for our new RCAN contract. Surrey CA will continue to keep up to date with the Bill 
and will review our position once it has become legislation, and will keep up to date with policy 
generally.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mona Johansson, Community Services Manager, Surrey Community Action, May 2011.   
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