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What have we been doing?

Welcome to Surrey Short Breaks for Disabled Children! As you may know, the
Aiming High programme as it was known, ended in March. However the funding
continues for short breaks in Surrey. With this in mind we have renamed
ourselves... but kept the balloon!

In the past few months we have been working with providers to ensure that all the
good services available across Surrey continue and develop where possible. Lesser
known services are on the look out for new families in 2011-12. Have you heard of
the Sitting Service run by Surrey Crossroads, the V-Buddies scheme at Reigate &
Redhill YMCA or Royal Association for the Deaf's social activities group (often found
paintballing and quad biking!)? If not, take a look at the enclosed list of short break
services funded by Surrey County Council.

We would also like to welcome Amanda Harvey, Commissioning & Short Breaks
Manager, to the team. Amanda joins us from Squirrel Lodge. Sophie Boyce,
Family Support Worker for CWD East will be joining us from 12 September as a
Project Officer.

Lastly, check out the back page for a new feature where each term we will profile a
service that you may have never heard of before.

We have a new email address...
Email: shortbreaks@surreycc.gov.uk
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Direct Payments in Surrey

The number of families who have chosen to receive a Direct Payment is steadily
on the increase in Surrey and we've had very positive feedback.

New Leaflets

Sue Taylor and David Wimblett, Project Officers with the Short Breaks Team,
would like to thank all the parents from "Family Voice" who offered useful
feedback on the new Direct Payment leaflets that the team is currently
designing.

Payment advice We've received very positive feedback about the
new payment schedules, which were sent out to all families at the
start of the financial year. These have been designed because
families told us that the advice notes issued by the Finance
Department were not very helpful as they were not detailed enough. The new
style "schedules" show what payments families can expect to receive and
approximately what date to expect the payment. If there is anyone who receives
Direct Payments who has not received a payment schedule or their payment
does not appear to match the schedule, please contact the
Children’s Direct Payments Team.

Quarterly Returns

Don't forget that SILC can complete your quarterly returns for
you and there is no charge to you for this service. —
These can be returned by post or e-mail to Childdps (address

below). Please ensure you mark the envelope clearly with CHILDREN'’S Direct
Payments or address your letters to Susan Cryle.
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Difficulties finding staff?
SILC and Cool2Care are both happy to help if you have trouble finding or
replacing staff.

. SILC

Si ' c Astolat, Coniers Way, Burpham, Guildford, Surrey GU4 7HL
Telephone: 01483 458 111
Email: admin@surreyolc.org.uk

COOlzcare '(I;(;)Ice)lpzhc(:)?lree: 0845 123 5484

s Emall: gail.bedding@cool2care.co.uk

SURREY INDEPENDENT
LIVING COUNCIL

Children’s Direct Payment Monitoring and Support Te am

Second Floor, Quadrant Court, Guildford Road, Woking, Surrey GU22 7QQ
Telephone: 01372 833 679

Email: childdps@surreycc.gov.uk




Aiming High Great Merlin Pass Giveaway

Thank you to everyone who applied for free Merlin Passes in May!

We are sorry that not everyone was lucky, but we received 503
applications, and 201 passes were given out. The winners were
drawn randomly, and we had a couple of very busy days at
Fairmount House when most of the passes were collected.

It has been great reading your emails and seeing photos that families sent in of the
winners enjoying days out at the Merlin attractions, and hope we all the families
continue to enjoy using the passes.

Dear Angie and the Team,

| thought you might like to know that having been successful in the Merlin Pass
Giveaway my daughter and | had a wonderful time at the Brighton Sea Life Centre last
weekend. My daughter has severe learning difficulties but adores animals and the
pass means we can access attractions such as the Sea Life Centre on a regular basis
— we often find that she only wants to stay for an hour or so which is easier to do if we
have a pass — we often feel obliged to stay longer at places than she can really cope
with to “get our money’s worth!” My daughter also enjoys Chessington (World of
Adventures) — appreciating the gentler rides and the animals ---- so we will be going
there soon, and more than once | suspect!

Thus many thanks again for offering my daughter the chance to participate in the
competition.

Including Me Project
Including Me is a service for disabled children and children with a special educational
need who attend a specialist provision or unit. It gives these children, aged from 4 up
to 12 years old and living in Surrey, the support they need to make it possible for
them to be included in local mainstream after school clubs. The support can be for
up to three sessions a week.
The Including Me Project funds the support worker and parents just pay the same
fees as the other parents who use the club for the sessions the child attends. The
project can also support children to access sessions at local holiday play schemes
via ‘Including Me in the Holidays'.
This summer the project supported 25 children at a range of holiday play schemes
across the County. Some comments from parents of children attending the scheme
this summer:
“I am very pleased with my son going to the holiday scheme. | know it is benefiting
him with his communication and social skills”
“He thoroughly enjoys himself and loves going”.
To find out more and make a referral contact Surrey Family Information Service _ to
register your interest.
Telephone 0300 200 1004 Email surrey.fis@surreycc.gov.uk




RECRUITING DISABLED CHILDREN
AND YOUNG PEOPLE

OUR VOICE COUNTS

' OUR VOICE COUNTS |
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Disability Participation Service

Providing opportunities for all disabled children and young people to express their
views and oplmons about the services they receive throughout Surrey
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Cuntact
Disability Participation Worker:
Gareth Lewington
Gareth.lewington@barnardos.org.uk
01372 844 773
07960 319 657

Newsletter
OuUT SOON
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Surrey Short Breaks
Grant Funding Available!

Surrey Short Breaks team has grant funding available, for
organisations, charities, groups, sports clubs, leisure centres (to name
but a few), to apply for money to provide ‘short breaks’.

This funding is through the Early Intervention Grant (which has
replaced the Aiming High for Disabled Children programme), and is
administered via Surrey County Council. The purpose of the grant is
to develop and improve short break services for disabled children and
their families.

We would particularly like to encourage voluntary organisations that
are established in Surrey to use these grants to expand or deliver
more short breaks. Revenue grants (up to a maximum of £10,000)
can be used for staff training, extending services already in place, or
running one-off activities or events. Capital grants (£2,500 or more)
can be used to purchase equipment or make adaptations to buildings.

Grant money must be spent by 31 March 2012.

If you know an organisation or group that would be benefit, then
please contact Joanna Woodward to receive a grant application pack,
or to discuss any ideas or questions:

email joanna.woodward@surreycc.gov.uk

phone 01372 833535.




Transition in Surrey




Open for Business!
Reigate and Redhill Sovereign Centre




Have you heard about...

Accessible Cycling

The Surrey Short Breaks Team is currently investigating setting up
some accessible cycling centres in Surrey. If you have any suggestions
for good cycling locations that are fairly flat, are traffic free, have good
paths and easy parking, and ideally have facilities (such as loos and
somewhere to get a cuppa), then please let the Short Breaks Team
know shortbreaks@surreycc.gov.uk.

In the meaning, if you fancy getting out and about on a bike in the crisp
autumn weather, a couple of companion bike schemes are already
running close by.

Companion Cycling (www.companioncycling.org.uk) is a charity that
operates in Bushy Park, and sessions are available on Saturday and
Sunday mornings. You need to pre-book, phone 07961 344545 or email
bookings@companioncycling.org.uk. If you would like to help out
(either helping with bookings or accompanying riders), then phone

020 8977 3390 or email volunteers@companioncycling.org.uk.

Wheels for All (www.cycling.org.uk/wfal/intro) operates in Alice Holt
Forest on Thursday mornings, contact Sarah Walker
(sarah.walker@ctc.org.uk).

Watch this space for further news...




