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Bismillahi WaSalam ‘Ala Rasoolillah (SAW) 
 
Dear Members Assalamu’alaikum 
 
From and on behalf of the Surrey-Heath Muslim Association Committee, I would like 
to congratulate you for the recently passed and blessed month of Ramadan, the 
advent of Eid-ul-Fitr in the Hijri year 1432, and the follow on blessings of this month 
Shawwal. 
 
Many people are now making preparations in the aftermath of the fasting period to 
extend their answer to that Call, for the Hajj. Just a couple of months and a portion 
more apart from this “Smaller Eid” is Eid-ul-Adha, which lays ahead for those of us 
who will remain at home. We have an Eid Event 2011 which is about to take off in 
Watchetts school this Sunday and I sincerely hope you can all make it there to cele-
brate with us. 
 
This is the first newsletter brought to you by the SHMA committee which was formed 
in the summer this year. There general theme in this quarter has been one of 
“learning” and one of “growing”. Growing to learn and learning to grow. We have 
realised many expectations for the future of SHMA and from the SHMA member 
base there have been an equally high level of expectations from the committee. 
 
Please read this issue of the SHMA newsletter as though you are trying to find within 
it a hidden treasure, and like every treasure map a journey is being paved and like 
every journey a traveller has made, there lies ahead a struggle. 
 
So the message from me today is, “let’s struggle together, with pious intention and 
prayer for success”. 
 
Yours truly 
 
Amer Mahmood 

Message from our Chairman 

Newsletter Acknowledgments; Sister Aisah Gurreeboo, Sister Farhana, Brother 
Amer Mahmood, Brother Soyab Norat, Brother Safwan Samad, Brother Ibrahim 

Muhammed. 
 

If you would like to submit an article to our next newsletter then please contact 
enquiries@shma-uk.org 
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SHIFT 
(Surrey Heath Islamic Funeral Trust) 

For a long time one of the biggest concerns and 
issues in our community has been that of funerals.   
People asked how best we can provide a service 
to help bury our deceased.  We thought long and 
hard about this and came up with the idea of the 
Surrey Heath Islamic Funerals Trust (SHIFT).  The 
intention of this was to create a pool of money from 
member contributions, such that, should any of the 
members (or one of their immediate family) pass 
away, the money in the pool can help pay for the 
costs of the funeral. 

 
Whilst we were trying to work out how best to address this need, a long term mem-
ber of our community did pass away, leaving behind a widow and two young chil-
dren.  Unable to afford the costs, some members of our community got together and 
contributed with some donations to pay for this funeral and make all the arrange-
ments.. 
 
It really hit home to us that we needed something.  And so we accelerated our plans 
such that in April last year we launched SHIFT.   
 
We are aware there are similar funds available that many of our community are al-
ready members of, however we found that only a small percentage of people in our 
area are eligible to join these schemes because of distance, or because they cannot 
themselves take on more families for financial reasons.  This means we do need 
something in Camberley and Farnborough to cover everyone. 
 
We do believe we are unique in that when we set up the Trust, we tried to model this 
as much as possible on Islamic principles.  We do not provide an insurance policy 
and we do not aim to make any money or profit from the contributions.  All the 
money is kept in a pooled non-interest bearing fund, from which we pay out all costs.   
So far we have around 35 families joined the Trust with an expression of intention to 
join from a further 15 families in the area.  For the Trust to be a success we need the 
support from all members of community and encourage more of you to join.  The 
cost is kept as low as possible and currently costs only £5 per month for the whole 
family.  When you take into the account the cost of arranging a funeral is nearly 
£3000 per person, this does represent a huge saving for the families Trust members!  
We know people do not like to think of or talk about death, but this is one thing that 
we all know come to us and it i best to be prepared as best we can, if only for the 
sake of our own families who will need to cope with the aftermath. 
 
SHIFT will be aiming to set up workshops in the near future for anyone that is inter-
ested in learning about the rituals that are performed on the deceased to prepare for 
burials.  We do hope to run classes and training to teach how to perform ghusl.  If 
you are interested in attending these and for more information about SHIFT and the 
work we do, please contact us on enquiries@shma-uk.org. 
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SEMF 
(Surrey Ethnic Minority Forum) 

Surrey Minority Ethnic Forum is a collective of commu-
nity and voluntary groups from Black, Asian & Minority 
Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds. Through the Forum, 
members can gain access to information and re-
sources to support their work in Surrey.  The Surrey 
Heath Muslim Association is a member of the Forum 
and through it we aim to voice some of our commu-
nity’s concerns and influence services and policies, 
both locally and nationally. 
 

During May, the Forum held a Needs Assessment Workshop.  The aim of which was 
to understand what concerns and problems were faced by each community.  The 
SHMA was strongly represented at this workshop with several members of the com-
mittee in attendance along with others from our own community.  We also repre-
sented one of the largest contingents from the various groups in attendance. Issues 
were discussed in the areas of Education, Employment, Welfare, Health and Hous-
ing.  For the first part we raised concerns in an open discussion with other communi-
ties based in Surrey Heath.  One of the main findings was that the problems faced 
by the various communities are very similar. For example, we are all seeking a com-
munity centre in Camberley, also we have same concerns about service providers 
such as the Health Service and schools need to better understand our cultural needs 
and backgrounds. 
 
The second half of the workshop involved sharing the same concerns but with other 
similar community groups.  The SHMA representatives were paired up with other 
Muslim community groups and a long discussion was held with members of the 
Pakistani Welfare Association from Woking.  We touched on various topics with 
much discussion on the area of funerals and opportunities for the youth in our com-
munities. 
 
All the findings discussed with everyone in attendance and a key list of issues were 
raised and a follow up session to meet with key service providers was organised. 
For the follow-up meeting, representatives from Police, Youth and Education Ser-
vices, Health service providers and council organisations were also invited,  Each 
provided an overview of the services they offered and we were able to question them 
on areas of concern to us.  A lot of useful information was gained on how best to 
make the most of the services they provide. 
 
The intention is to make the information available to our community and also now 
use the Forum and the contacts made to lobby for better services.  We also hope to 
also use these new avenues to develop better ties with our communities around us, 
such as the Nepalese and Sikh communities and create a louder voice with which 
we can be heard, and pressure our local council to listen and cater better for our 
needs. 
 
For more information, contact us on enquiries@shma-uk.org. 
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Pre-Maghrib Tea/coffee 
(every Saturday and Sunday) 

The SHMA committee members holds pre magrib tea/coffee every Saturday and 
Sunday evenings, the starting times for these are 30 mins before very Magrib prayer 
in the back room of the smaller building where the daily prayers take place. 

The purpose of these gathering is to establish a much better communication be-
tween the SHMA committee and its members. We invite all members to come along 
to these gatherings to socialise with the other members and also to raise any issues 
that may effect our local Muslim community.  

Please note that the SHMA is your association and it was formed to cater for your 
needs, so please come and take part in your association. 

SNM 
(Supporting New Muslims) 

Supporting New Muslims (SNM) is a new project which 
Insha'Allah will be active in the next coming months. SNM is supporting new Muslims 
in our community. The purpose of creating such a support group is to help those 
brothers or sisters who have converted or have an interest in Islam. 
 
What will we do for you? 
 
We will provide you with information and advice regarding Islam. We will help you 
become a Muslim and teach you the basic requirements as a Muslim. A complimen-
tary Qur'an and Islamic information pack will also be provided. For the brother/sister 
a "Buddy" will be assigned to them to give them: 
 

· Guidance on how to perform acts such as Salah, the obligatory prayer. 

· The opportunity to be introduced to other Muslims in the community and 
accompany to the Mosque if required. 

· Advice and Support will also be made available to them in regards to per-
sonal matter such as family matters. 

 
So far Alhamduillah there are 4 sisters and 3 brothers who have volunteered to be a 
"Buddy", and we are waiting to hear from those who would like some help, support 
or just some motivation. 
 
Who do you contact? 
 
For more information on this project please contact  Sister Aisah Gurreeboo  via 
email on smiler_1984@hotmail.co.uk , or to Volunteer please contact  the SHMA 
Committee on enquiries@shma-uk.org 
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The Al-Rayyan School Trip to  
London Central Mosque 

The Al-Rayyan school based in Bag-
shot Infant School took the children 
out on a day trip to London Central 
Mosque in Regent’s Park.  Some 35 
children went on what proved to be an 
educational and fun day out.  This 
was the first trip organised by the 
school and the kids all came back 
tired, but having had a great day out. 
 
 
The excitement had been building up since before the school holidays, and reached 
it’s climax when the coach rolled into the Al-Kharafi Islanic Centre.  After an unevent-
ful 90 minute journey, the children were all dropped off outside the Mosque.  As it 
was pretty early still, they were all treated with a trip to the park to begin their day. 
 
Majority of the boys participated in a  game of football, while the girls who were 
somewhat averse to kicking a ball around opted for the playground.  After being 
suitably tired out they were ready to eat and regain energy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suitably fed, the children trooped into the mosque for what was the first glimpse for 
many of the kids.  The younger children were struck by the size of the building, not to 
mention the huge chandelier dangling down from inside the massive dome. 
 
After performing Wudhu, the children offered their Zuhr salat in congregation.  Many 
of the elders in the mosque looked on admiring at the young children forming orderly 
lines.  They did themselves and our community very proud! 
 
Zuhr performed, the children were taken for a tour around the mosque including 
getting exclusive access to Exhibition Islam, a gallery in the basement of the mosque 
depicting the history of Islam, the story of the Prophet Muhammed (PBUH).  The 
exhibition also highlighted some of the many achievements of Islam in the field of 
Science and influence of it on the world today.  The children studied this for some 
time and many taking notes. 
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After final visit to the Prayer Hall and the library, it was sadly time to leave.  When 
asked if they had enjoyed the day, all of the children gave it a great big thumbs up! 

The Al-Rayyan is a voluntary funded religious school for children between the ages 
of 5 and 11.  The school is run is every Saturday morning at the Bagshot Junior 
School, where the students at taught Qur’aan and Islamic Studies in a safe and 
secure Islamic environment.  For more information about school, please visit their 
own website, www.al-rayyan.org.uk or contact them on 07967 607080 or 07527 
806944. 
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Why Have SHMA?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a question that a lot of people have asked,” Why do we have the Surrey 
Heath Muslim Association, What does it do and what benefits does it bring, I have 
never seen it achieve anything...” and so on. These are some of questions and com-
ments I have heard. So here is my opinion and if you haven’t guessed already I am a 
SHMA committee member and strong believer in SHMA and its need. 
 
SHMA was established approx 4 years ago as the local Muslims of Surrey Heath 
and its surrounding areas had no voice. No organisation representing or working to 
improve things for the Muslim community regardless of nationality. So SHMA was 
formed, and the first committee worked hard to get it registered and made known 
with the local Government bodies. Just over two years ago the second committee 
took over and continued the good work and established Surrey Heath Islamic Fu-
neral Trust (SHIFT). This is a local funeral trust that assists with the costs and man-
agement of the burial of the deceased. It also further expanded its relationships with 
the local council and other relevant offices. 
 
So now to the present, what is happening? Yes SHMA does an annual EID event 
and Inshallah we are getting better at organising them. But what else does it achieve 
besides this one event. Well to put it simply, a lot even though it is not obvious. 
SHMA is regularly invited to workshops and forums where we raise concerns of the 
local Muslim population. This was not the case a couple of years ago, so yes you 
have a voice now. This alone is a major achievement. We are slowly but steadily 
establishing contacts and making use of them.  We are making our concerns known 
and telling different organisations what problems we have and what we require. We 
are proceeding with the pursuit of a local funeral plot. This is a slow process, but it is 
proceeding. SHIFT’s membership is growing. We have a website (www.shma-
uk.org) that has lots of useful information and contacts and so on.  
 
Now the question is, can we do better and the answer is yes. But we need help from 
the local community. This organisation is for you, it cannot be a success without your 
help. Unless you tell us the issues that trouble you, how can we find solutions to 
them? The committee can be approached via email or the pre Maghrib open ses-
sions on the weekend which are held at the local Masjid. Or just get hold of a com-
mittee member and tell them your concerns. You also have to consider the fact that 
all the committee members are in employment. They have work and family commit-
ment just like anyone else. Yet still, they regularly take days off work to represent 
you in local meetings and sacrifice their weekends for you. Would the committee like 
to organise more events and activities? Of course we would, but we are not a rich 
organisation. We have very limited funds, and any expense has to be justified at 
every AGM. We have no wealthy donors and no pot of gold. So we try to do every-
thing on a very limited budget. We want to do so much more but are severely limited 
by a lack of funds and interest from the local population. 
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So yes people, you might think SHMA is a failure and does nothing, but that is far 
from the truth. The committee members and other well known members of the soci-
ety are working hard for you all. We need your support and your suggestions to 
move forward.   
 
So help us to help you.  

Just think about it if there was no SHMA there would be no news letter, no Eid event 
and you would not be enjoying this wonderful day with your brothers and sisters. 

SHMA Donors and Sponsors  

We The Restaurant  
(Indian and Thai Fine Dining in sumptuous surrounding) 
333 Fleet Road, Fleet, Hampshire, GU51 3BU 
Telephone: 01252 628889 
Email: contactus@wetherestaurant.co.uk 
Website: www.wetherestaurant 
 

Mogul (Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine) 
13 London Road, Bagshot Surrey GU19 5JH 
Telephone: 01276 475114 and 01276 472023 
Email: mogulbagshot@live.co.uk 
Website: www.mogulbagshot.co.uk 
 

Atif Superstore (Asian Groceries & Halaal Meat) 
1 Courtney House, 109 Frimley Road, Camberley 
Telephone: 01276 63311 
Website: www.atifsuperstore.com 
 

Frimley Tandoori (Indian takeaway) 
47 High Street, Frimley. GU16 7HJ 
Telephone: 01276 24637 
Website: www.frimleytandoori.co.uk 
 

Ancient Raj Restaurant (Indian restaurant) 
9 The Parade, High Street, Frimley, Camberley, Surrey. GU16 5HY 
Telephone: 01276 26042 and 01276 21503 
Website: www.ancientraj.co.uk 
 

Camberley Superstore (Suppliers of Asian groceries and Halaal meat) 
455 London Road, Camberley, GU15 3JA 
Telephone: 01276 21141 
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Mother and Toddler Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The SHMA started a Mother and Toddler Group on Mon 1st August at 10.30am in 
the Portacabin at the Camberley Mosque, and Alhamdulilah we have had a weekly 
group every Monday since then 
 
The first 20 minutes is spent in free play (a number of toys and puzzles have been 
donated to the group.) We also spend sometime outdoors in the mosque grounds 
when the weather is good!  After this time, a pre-arranged activity takes place. We 
have done Islamic colouring/word searches/puzzles, made and decorated Ramadan 
lanterns, Playdoh, Eid cards, Bookmarks, and many other fun activities. 
 
This is followed by tidy-up time and then snacks which are provided by all mothers 
that attend. Then while we clean up, one of the sisters will read the children an is-
lamic story after which the children are encouraged to recite a surah or kalimah that 
they have been learning to the rest of the group.  
 
When this was launched it was decided that there would be no age restriction on the 
group because it started in the school holidays, and so older children would also be 
at home and were welcome to join in. This worked well, and so we will continue to 
cater for both young children and toddlers in the future during their school holidays 
inshallah. 
 
Sounds like fun? It is!  
 
However, although we have managed to raise modest funds, we do require help 
from the wider community to both participate and donate time and effort to improve 
the Protacabin facility inshallah. Currently, we aim to clean or replace the carpet, and 
have a general clear out of rubbish which then has to be taken to the local Camber-
ley Waste Centre. 
 
If you would like to learn more about the Mother and Toddler Group, and/or volun-
teer to help us make the Portacabin a suitable location for this group then please 
contact Sister Aisah Gurreeboo  via email on smiler_1984@hotmail.co.uk or contact 
the SHMA Committee on enquiries@shma-uk.org 
 
Jazakallahu. With your help inshallah we can provide for the future generation. 
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Kids Section  
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Want to see your business or company advertised her e?  
Contact enquiries@shma-uk.org 


